
European sustainability is strongly influenced by urbaniza-
tion and production systems. Nowadays, 3 out of 4 Euro-
peans live in urban areas, where 75% of greenhouse gases 
are generated and 80% of material and energy resources 
are consumed. It’s fundamental to adopt the new Circular 
Economy production models instead of the linear ones. 
Our model is no longer sustainable: the idea of the end life 
of a product has to be changed. Today’s knowledge allows 
to accelerate the development of circular economy: we 
have technologies to track the life of the materials, lack of 
resources and an increasing demand by consumers for a 
new approach to consumption. 

"Smart cities" have to become the new model of urban 
development. Amsterdam, Barcelona, Milan and more 
cities are already following it. The role of businesses will 
be essential to accelerate the process, both in terms of 
research and innovation and to spread new consumption 
patterns and lifestyles. 
Among the new “smart” models, sharing economy is 
growing. It means activation, co-production and co-
generation of products and services, with an overlapping 
of producers’ and consumers’ roles. In 2013 the sharing 
economy has generated revenues of $ 3.5 billion world-
wide, and 3 out of 4 Italians state that they are ready to 
experience it. 
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